
   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                       
 
 
 
 

 
‘TRAVEL WITH PRIDE’ RETURNS TO THE 

VENICE SIMPLON-ORIENT-EXPRESS WITH AN 
EXCITING LINE-UP INCLUDING HONEY DIJON 

AND PURPLE DISCO MACHINE  
 
 

_________ 
 
 

AUGUST 2023 - The icon of the rails, Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, A Belmond Train, Europe, unveils the second 

edition of ‘Travel With Pride’, celebrating self-expression and the LGBTQ+ community with a new line-up of talent, 

featuring extra special hosts – American TV producer and actor Gary Janetti and renowned Canadian fashion stylist 

Brad Goreski. With this annual journey the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express supports UK trans-led charity, Not A 

Phase, committed to uplifting the lives of trans+ and gender non-conforming adults through community initiatives. 

 

On 2nd November, from Paris to Venice, the train’s globally renowned carriages will be transformed into a 

flamboyant party venue, featuring electrifying performances by house and disco music legends, Honey Dijon and 

Purple Disco Machine. 

 

A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME PARTY, FROM PARIS TO VENICE 

 

Boarding in Paris, guests are invited to dress to the nines and take a seat in one of the train’s meticulously restored 

restaurant carriages; as the stewards pour chilled champagne, the train departs Paris for the South of France. 

Following a sumptuous four-course dinner curated by Michelin-starred Chef Jean Imbert, guests will gather in the 

Bar Car ‘3674’, the beating heart of the train, where dedicated performer and hit-maker extraordinaire Purple Disco 

Machine will welcome them with a hypnotising DJ set. A Grammy Award winner Purple Disco Machine has had 

huge success with his own multi-platinum hit records and with multiple high-profile remixes for the likes of Dua 

Lipa, Mark Ronson, Foals, Calvin Harris, Sir Elton John & Britney Spears, Fatboy Slim, Lady Gaga & Ariana Grande . A 

perfect act to set the tone of this electrifying evening on board the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express.  

https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/venice-simplon-orient-express/?gclid=CjwKCAjwpqCZBhAbEiwAa7pXeQIGZZQJKSurmvytrieJCsEJBOe7vMGCcq-DMxVw_2aadmFlqcF1XBoCGmgQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://notaphase.org/
https://notaphase.org/


   
 

 
 

 

As bespoke ‘Travel with Pride’ cocktails are served around the clock, guests will get ready for the second entertainer 

of the night: Honey Dijon, the DJ and producer shaping Black queer identity in the world of house and electronic 

music. Surrounded by the art déco splendour of the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express’ Bar Car, the Chicago-born DJ 

will bring her signature beats to the carriage, keeping the train pumping into the early hours. 

 

The following morning, a continental breakfast will be served as the train travels through the ever-changing Italian 

landscape, before the carriages arrive in Venice on November 3rd, 2023. 

 
SUPPORTING TRANS+ ADULTS WITH CHARITY ‘NOT A PHASE’  

 

Committed to making all Belmond properties a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment for the global LGBTQ+ 

community, Belmond has chosen to support UK trans-led charity Not A Phase as part of Travel with Pride for the 

second year running. 

 

Founder of Not A Phase and LGBTQ+ activist, Danielle St James comments: “We are absolutely thrilled to be back 

for a second year of celebrations on the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express with our friends at Belmond. It is through 

events and points of visibility like these that we are able to continue to grow and maintain our projects around the 

UK that support the trans+ community and spread a message of pure joy. We truly appreciate Belmond’s support 

and look forward to continuing to work together to celebrate diversity and create positive change.” 

 

Pascal Deyrolle, General Manager, Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, A Belmond Train, Europe adds, “As a sign of 

Belmond’s continued commitment to providing an inclusive environment for all guests and members of staff, 

where individuality is celebrated, we are delighted to welcome back this special ‘Travel with Pride’ journey after its 

huge inaugural success last year as well as proud to continue our support of Not A Phase.” 

 

Starting rate for Travel with Pride is £3,785 per person in a Historic Cabin and it includes ground transfers in Paris 

and Venice, 24h steward service, all meals with sommelier's choice of wine and unlimited soft drinks. For more 

information surrounding Travel with Pride click here or email reservations.vso@belmond.com 
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https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/venice-simplon-orient-express/journeys/travel-with-pride-from-paris-to-venice
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

Images of Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, A Belmond Train, Europe can be downloaded here. 

For more information, please contact: 

Beatrice Meda - Divisional Communications Manager 

beatrice.meda@belmond.com 
 

Please visit the Belmond Media Hub 

 
_________ 

 
ABOUT BELMOND 

 
Belmond has been a pioneer of luxury travel for over 45 years, building a passion for authentic escapes into a portfolio of one-of-a-kind 

experiences in some of the world’s most inspiring destinations. 

 
Since the acquisition of the iconic Hotel Cipriani in Venice in 1976, Belmond has continued to perpetuate the legendary art of travel, taking 
discerning global travellers on breathtaking journeys. Its portfolio extends across 24 countries with 50 remarkable properties that include 
the illustrious Venice Simplon-Orient-Express train, remote beach retreats like Cap Juluca in Anguilla, Italian hideaways such as Splendido 
in Portofino, or unrivalled gateways to world natural wonders such as Hotel das Cataratas inside Brazil’s Iguazu National Park. From trains 

to river barges, safari lodges to hotels, each unique property offers an incomparable experience with its own story to tell. The essence of the 
Belmond brand is built upon its heritage, craftsmanship and genuine, authentic service. Belmond sees its role as custodians of timeless 

heritage, dedicated to preserving its assets through sensitive ongoing restoration plans. Belmond is part of the world’s leading luxury 
group LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton. 

Belmond.com 
 
 

Follow Belmond: VSOE • Instagram • Twitter • Facebook 
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