
VILLA BEATRICE: THE IT ALIAN RIVIERA’S MOS T SC ENC IC PRIVATE VILLA, 

DESIGNED BY MARTIN BRUDNIZKI, LAUNC HING IN JULY 

Perched on a private spit above Punta Caiega, on the Gulf of Portofino, between the 

Ligurian coastal hamlets of Paraggi and Portofino, this masterfully restored family 

palazzo offers a panoramic viewpoint over the Riviera, bringing guests seclusion and 

intimacy with private sea access, whilst benefitting from all of Splendido’s hotel services. 

Originally known as Villa Odero, Villa Beatrice was crafted by Tuscan architect Gino 

Coppedè, blending Gothic Revival with Art Nouveau innovation. Belmond acquired the 

villa in 2021 and has since overseen its meticulous restoration under Martin Brudnizki’s 

interior design vision and Marco Bay’s landscape architecture expertise. 

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE 

1.

A NEW ERA FO R SP LENDIDO, A BELM OND HOTEL, POR TOFINO, REVEALING 

MAJOR REDESIGN BY MARTIN BRUDNIZKI,  INC LUDING FIRST DIO R SP A IN IT ALY 

Splendido will reopen in June 2025, revealing a new, major phase of the multi-year 

renovation led by internationally renowned Martin Brudnizki Design Studio, capturing 

the spirit of Ligurian craftsmanship and design. The grand dame will continue its 

evolution, revealing an entirely new main building, including new rooms and communal 

areas; a restyled cocktail bar; coffee bar; lounge bar; breakfast area; retail space, and 

Italy's first Dior Spa. This new wellness space includes four treatment cabins and a 

relaxation spot on an exclusive roof terrace. This summer, Splendido will also welcome 

back the iconic Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, A Belmond Train, Europe, returning for 

its second annual journey to Portofino.

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £2,039 per night.

2.

BELM OND UNVEILS THE BRITANNIC EXPLOR ER , A BELM OND TRAIN, UK – THE 

FIRST LUXURY SLEEPER TRAIN IN ENGLAND & WALES

The Britannic Explorer will be the first-ever sleeper train touring England and Wales. A 

modern celebration of rail heritage, it will merge tradition with contemporary British 

culture, creativity, and lifestyle. The Britannic Explorer will depart from London, offering 

three-night journeys with a choice of three evocative routes through the spectacular 

natural landscapes of Cornwall, The Lake District, and Wales. By day, optional off-train 

guided excursions will showcase the rich cultural tapestry of each destination, and by 

night, passengers can unwind in the train’s botanically inspired bar, located in the 

Observation car, set to be the vibrant social heart of the Britannic Explorer. 

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £11,000 for 2 pax, 3-night itinerary.
 

3.

2025: GLOBAL NEWS FROM BELMOND 

https://library.belmond.com/web/70426a0779622392/villa-beatrice/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/europe/italy/portofino/belmond-hotel-splendido/villa-beatrice?srsltid=AfmBOoqyh_xooMsbLUYucOrlsicd9yb5Y1kkWrFnfQ3aaYnrK-Q8g1-T
https://library.belmond.com/share/357CB18C-0E30-4FCC-9978158D203176BD/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/europe/italy/portofino/belmond-hotel-splendido/
https://library.belmond.com/web/5c27b06487744737/bex-press/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/uk/britannic-explorer/


CHEF DOM INIQUE CRENN BEC OMES CULINARY CURATOR OF LES BATEAUX 

BELM OND, FR ANCE FR OM 2025

With three Michelin stars and recognised as one of TIME's 100 most influential people in 

the world, Chef Crenn champions innovation, sustainability, and equality in the kitchen. 

Her culinary artistry is deeply rooted in her personal journey, drawing inspiration 

from her French upbringing, particularly summers spent in Brittany, where Crenn 

developed a profound connection to water. As part of her role, Chef Crenn will curate 

two signature menus for the boats in the Burgundy, Champagne, and South of France 

regions, each featuring a specially crafted starter, main course, and dessert. Chef Crenn's 

menus will highlight seasonal ingredients that celebrate the heritage and culture of 

these regions.

HOW: IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £33,560 based on a private, full-board charter aboard 

Alouette, Canal du Midi.

4.

ST UDIO ASHBY REDESIGN VILLA ROBERT GRAV ES AT LA RESIDENC IA, A 

BELM OND HOTEL, MALLORC A, LAUNC HING APRIL 2025

Newly renovated for the 2025 season, internationally acclaimed interior design firm, 

Studio Ashby embrace an artful and sustainably minded philosophy in line with La 

Residencia's ethos, for the redesign of Villa Robert Graves. The gentle renovation is 

centred on thoughtfully elevating the existing interiors of the Villa, whilst infusing the 

space with a renewed feeling of spirit and soul. Honouring the Villa’s Mallorcan heritage, 

select antique pieces inherited from the estate sit alongside exquisite Spanish pieces  

and locally crafted elements such as Mallorcan linen drapery, blown glass lamps, and 

other artisanal pieces.

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £2.,500 per night. 

5.

CARUSO, A BELM OND HOTEL, AMALFI COAST LAUNC HES DESTINAT ION POO L 

CLUB, LA PISCINA: A NEW RAVELLO RETREAT 

A former 11th-century palace perched on Ravello's highest cliff edge, overlooking the 

Amalfi Coast, Caruso will launch La Piscina - a new destination pool club that 

reimagines the hotel's panoramic infinity pool and terrace. From March 2025, La 

Piscina will feature exclusive new cabanas, restyled to reflect the spirit of Campania 

through local design. Programming will embrace the tenets of 'otium', an ancient 

Roman philosophy centered on the pursuit of leisure and self-reflection. Expect a weekly 

program of wellness classes, poolside yoga, guided sight-jogging tours in Ravello, 

combining fitness with stunning Amalfi Coast vistas, along with locally-sourced menus 

and live cooking workshops. Renowned for its immaculate fragrant rose and lemon tree 

gardens; rich interiors brimming with 11th-century original frescoes, vaulted ceilings, and 

antiques, Caruso is one of the most exclusive Ravello retreats.  

HOW: IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £2,223 per night. 

6.

https://library.belmond.com/web/534df7d0772a3f51/lbb-press-images/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/boats/europe/france/les-bateaux-belmond/search-results
https://library.belmond.com/share/EB810078-029C-4014-A161E0F15EE42EE7/
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/europe/mallorca/deia/belmond-la-residencia/accommodation
https://library.belmond.com/share/3FC5FFB9-5B2A-4042-9F76971D272296E4/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/europe/italy/amalfi-coast/belmond-hotel-caruso/


FR OM PARIS TO TUSC ANY WITH CASTELLO DI CASOL E, A BELM OND HOTEL, 

TUSC ANY AND VENIC E SIMPLO N-ORIENT EXPRESS, A BELM OND TRAIN, EUR OPE

From Spring 2025, Castello di Casole will partner with Venice Simplon-Orient Express for 

the first time, connecting Paris with Tuscany's famed 10th-century farm estate, through 

the romance of rail. Launching from 11-14 May, the train will journey through renowned 

European landscapes from French cityscapes into majestic Alpine peaks and through 

Italy's undulating vineyards. The new journey will include a stop in Siena, to uncover the 

medieval UNESCO city's cultural wonders, before continuing the journey to Castello di 

Casole, originally a medieval castle on an ancient Etruscan site.

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £9,350 per person based on 2 guests sharing a Historic 

Cabin on the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express and 2 nights at Castello di Casole. 

7.

L’OBSERV ATO IRE BY JR: A NEW CARRIAGE LAUNC HES ABOARD THE VENIC E 

SIMPLO N-ORIENT-EXPRESS , ​ A BELM OND TRAIN, EUR OPE, FR OM SP RING 2025

The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express is proud to present L’Observatoire, an exclusive 

sleeper carriage with interiors conceptualised and designed by world-acclaimed artist 

JR. Joining the rake in March 2025, this private carriage is the train’s first to be designed 

by an artist and will become the most spacious accommodation type onboard any 

Belmond train.  Drawing inspiration from astronomical observatories and Renaissance 

Europe’s cabinet of curiosity, the sleeper carriage meticulously replicates the spirit of JR’s 

Parisian art studio with personal "objets d'art" or keepsakes to be uncovered throughout 

the "studio on wheels".

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £80,000 per night. 

8.

MICHELIN-ST ARR ED CELEBR ITY CHEF DINNER SERIES LAUNC H ABOARD BRITISH 

PULLMAN, A BELM OND TRAIN, ENGLAND, FR OM SP RING 2025

From 18 April 2025, the British Pullman will launch its latest culinary adventure: the 

Celebrity Chef Dinner Series. These four new journeys will each have new menus curated 

by some of the UK’s most renowned Michelin-starred chefs, including Chef Andrew 

Wong, Chef Atul Kochhar, Chef Phil Howard, and Chef Theo Randall. At the heart of the 

British Pullman’s 2025 programming, the Celebrity Chef Dinner Series invites guests to 

witness these culinary masters and their diverse representation of Britain’s identity 

through food. Each evening features a seasonal, five-course tasting menu, designed by a 

leading chef, complemented by a champagne reception and sommelier-selected fine 

wines. 

HOW : IMAGES | WEBSITE | From £565 pp per journey.

9.

https://www.dropbox.com/home/VENICE%20SIMPLON-ORIENT-EXPRESS%2C%20A%20BELMOND%20TRAIN%2C%20EUROPE%20EXPANDS%20ITS%20PRESENCE%20IN%20ITALY%20WITH%20NEW%20JOURNEY%20THROUGH%20TUSCANY
https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/venice-simplon-orient-express/journeys/paris-to-tuscany?srsltid=AfmBOoqzfjmCBwFLDBEFAXgNa0PdUOlJq3DNJcJq33BMtbUeznYXq9x2
https://library.belmond.com/web/7eb995008dd0c9f5/l-observatoire---interiors-images-/?viewType=grid
https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/venice-simplon-orient-express/l-observatoire-suite-by-jr?srsltid=AfmBOoqFZDq7qUgCFevG8dyGzRM7-d14SRQnjRze54tWPQWTAbEQQ0Lo
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/q357skuuo6lgnv2cpiayb/ACbnkTiXVi90YZyYZh7HJ0Y?rlkey=gg1a0ykggwov1wq9xqs1di5kl&e=1&st=p8lg4bwf&dl=0
https://www.belmond.com/trains/europe/uk/belmond-british-pullman/dining


NOTES  TO EDIT ORS

For more information, please contact:
Alexa Withers, Senior Manager - Global Brand Communications - alexa.withers@belmond.com
Aya Aroukatos, Manager - Global Brand Communications - anastasia.aroukatos@belmond.com

ABOUT BELMOND

Belmond was born from a passion for connecting discerning travellers with the world’s most 
remarkable properties, locations, and journeys. From hotels and trains to river cruises and safaris, 

Belmond curates incomparable experiences and crafts unforgettable stories. With a legacy spanning 
over 45 years, since the acquisition of Hotel Cipriani in Venice in 1976, Belmond has grown into a 

global collection of 45 properties spread across 26 countries and territories. Exceptional destinations 
connected by legendary journeys are the very soul of Belmond, where the path that brings you to a 
place is as important as the destination itself. A pioneer of slow travel, Belmond has been operating 
the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express since 1982. The group later expanded to include pristine beach 

resorts, such as Maroma on the Riviera Maya, historic hideaways such as Villa San Michele in the 
Florentine foothills, urbane icons, such as Copacabana Palace in Rio de Janeiro, and gateways to 

UNESCO world heritage sites, such as Hotel das Cataratas in Brazil’s Iguassu National Park. As proud 
custodians of storied properties, Belmond is committed to building on the past to create a new 

legacy: the heritage of the future. Working with communities and local talents, together with the 
world’s most respected chefs, designers and artists, Belmond continues its purpose of perpetuating 
the legendary art of travel. Since 2019, Belmond has been part of the world’s leading luxury group, 

LVMH (Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton). 

belmond.com

Follow Belmond: Instagram • Twitter • Facebook  Please visit the Belmond Media Hub

https://www.belmond.com/
https://www.instagram.com/belmond
https://x.com/belmond
https://www.facebook.com/belmondtravel
https://mediahub.belmond.com/
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