
 

 

 

 

REID'S PALACE, A BELMOND HOTEL 

ANNOUNCES OCEAN WEEK 2024 WITH 

MARINE EXPERIENCES ALONG 

MADEIRA’S STUNNING COASTLINE 
 

SEPTEMBER 2024 – Nestled on a rocky clifftop with views of Funchal harbour and surrounded 

by the Atlantic Ocean, Reid's Palace, A Belmond Hotel, Madeira, is thrilled to unveil its first 

Ocean Week 2024: running from 21-27 October. A week-long event of exceptional new and 



 

 

existing marine excursions in celebration of the island’s breathtaking coastline, its rich 

marine diversity and ocean preservation.  

Exclusively for this week and to further cement its commitment to Madeira’s marine wildlife, 

Reid’s Palace has partnered with Sea Legacy Collective co-founder, ocean conservationist 

and photographer Andy Mann to host a series of unparalleled guest experiences for nature 

lovers. These include special trips to the remote and breathtaking Desertas Islands and the 

launch of a photographic exhibition across the hotel, offering a rare glimpse into the lives of 

the endangered Mediterranean monk seals in their natural habitat.  

This combination of exploration and education underscores Ocean Week’s dedication to 

fostering meaningful engagement with impactful conservation initiatives. Embracing its 

unique position at the water's edge, Reid’s Palace invites its guests to delve into the vibrant 

ecosystems of Madeira. Whether navigating crystal-clear waters or witnessing the splendour 

of monk seals in their native surroundings during bespoke boat trips, Ocean Week at Reid’s 

Palace promises an unforgettable journey into the heart of ocean preservation. 

AN EXCLUSIVE EXPERT-LED VOYAGE TO THE DESERTAS ISLANDS 

Reid's Palace has long provided guests with exceptional marine excursions including boat 

trips, whale and dolphin watching and water sports adventures. On 23 and 25 October, as 

part of Ocean Week's highlight events, participants will have the opportunity to embark on a 

yacht excursion to the Desertas Islands, hosted exclusively by Andy Mann who’ll impart his 

unique knowledge on local marine life discoveries and conservation initiatives. Attendees will 

revel in the natural beauty of Madeira’s archipelago and contribute directly to regional 

conservation efforts as 20% of the proceeds from this experience support the VECLAM, 

Madeira’s official surveillance and conservation project with the vital mission of safeguarding 

these endangered precious seals. 

The “Voyage to the Desertas” continues as an all-year round experience, offering guests the 

opportunity to explore the habitat of Europe’s largest colony of Mediterranean monk seals.   

MEET ZARCO: REID’S PALACE’S MASCOT AND ADOPTED MONK SEAL  

Conservation is at the heart of Ocean’s Week, most specifically Mediterranean Monk seals 

with only a few hundred left worldwide, they are one of the rarest marine mammals in the 

world. As such, their presence around Madeira's waters highlights both their scarcity and the 

local’s responsibility to protect them. Reid’s Palace kicks off a new partnership with VECLAM, 

an organisation pivotal to the preservation of monk seals through extensive research, habitat 

protection, and educational campaigns aimed at fostering sustainable coexistence. 

In a meaningful gesture that intertwines historical homage with conservation efforts, Reid’s 

Palace has adopted Zarco, a Mediterranean monk seal who has served as the emblematic 

mascot for the hotel for many years. As part of this adoption initiative, Reid’s Palace actively 

contributes to VECLAM's research fund and participates in their outreach programme raising 

awareness about monk seal conservation among guests, underscoring its commitment to 

protect the species and preserve their habitats long into the future. 



 

 

Since 1988, these conservation efforts have seen monk seal numbers within the Madeira 

archipelago grow from just eight to around thirty today, quadrupling its population since 

VECLAM’s inception. These seals now find sanctuary on Desertas Islands, an important 

refuge showcasing the success of sustained conservation efforts 

ANDY MANN JOINS OCEAN WEEK 2024 

Acclaimed National Geographic photographer, Emmy-nominated director, and twelve-time 

Telly Award winner Andy Mann brings his experience to Ocean Week 2024 at Reid’s Palace, 

having contributed significantly to global marine protection efforts – including helping 

protect over one million square kilometres of ocean space. 

Guests will have the opportunity to engage with Andy's impactful storytelling through his 

photo exhibition depicting Madeira's unique marine environment, available across the 

property. Opening on 21 October, Ocean Week will kick-off with a special talk by Andy Mann 

about his vision and experiences in oceanic exploration followed by a cocktail celebration in 

the hotel’s Palm Gardens. 

"I am honoured to partner with Reid's Palace for Ocean Week 2024," says Andy Mann. 'Having 

worked around Portugal's Atlantic islands for the last decade aiding in establishing the North 

Atlantic's largest marine Protected Area, collaborating with Reid's Palace on narratives 

supporting VECLAM and safeguarding endangered monk seals on Desertas Islands was an 

immediate yes for me! '" 

Room rates at Reid's Palace during Ocean week start at €880 for a Deluxe Junior Suite, 

including breakfast. The “Voyage to the Desertas” experience is available at €600 per person, 

with 20% of proceeds supporting the VECLAM Project. All hotel guests are invited to attend 

the complimentary photo exhibition and cocktail launch event. For more information or 

bookings, please visit belmond.com/Reid's Palace, or contact +351 291 717 171. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Pictures of Reid’s Palace, A Belmond Hotel, Madeira, are available at the following link. 
More about Reid’s Palace experiences here. 

For more information, please contact: 
Zoe Barreto, Communications Manager – Reid’s Palace  

zoe.barreto@belmond.com 

ABOUT ANDY MANN 

Andy Mann is a renowned National Geographic photographer, filmmaker, Emmy-nominated director 
and 12-time Telly Award-winner who is driven by a deep passion to document and protect the world’s 
marine environments. As a founding member of SeaLegacy, his work plays a pivotal role in telling the 
story of our rapidly changing planet and inspiring critical change. Andy’s work has helped to protect over 
1 million square kilometers of ocean, including the largest marine protected area in the North Atlantic, 
Portugal's Selvagem Islands and over 150,000km of marine protections around the Azores. Having 
worked on all 7 continents, Andy’s imagery is remarkably memorable, reminding us how the emotion of 
an image can touch our spirit. 

Follow Andy Mann: Instagram | Follow SeaLegacy: Instagram 

 

ABOUT VECLAM 

The VECLAM initiative, standing for "Mediterranean Monk Seal Conservation Status Surveillance in the 
Madeira Archipelago," is a vital conservation effort orchestrated by the Institute for Nature Conservation 
and Forests (IFCN, IP-RAM). Launched in 2021 and funded by the Monk Seal Alliance—a coalition of 
philanthropic foundations including the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, MAVA Foundation, Segré 
Foundation, Sancta Devota Foundation, and Thalassa Foundation—the project is dedicated to 
perpetuating the conservation of the Mediterranean monk seal within the archipelago of Madeira. 
VECLAM's comprehensive approach encompasses monitoring monk seal population, enhancing their 
natural habitats, assessing threats to their survival, engaging local communities in conservation activities, 
and enhancing public awareness about protecting this endangered species across the Madeira 
archipelago. This concerted effort aligns with implementing the strategic framework laid out for 
Mediterranean Monk Seal Conservation to ensure these iconic creatures thrive once more in their native 
habitat. 

https://library.belmond.com/share/FC1EAFFF-9661-4850-BCCAC8C2238A15E9/
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/europe/portugal/madeira/belmond-reids-palace/activities
mailto:zoe.barreto@belmond.com
https://www.instagram.com/andy_mann/
https://www.instagram.com/sealegacy/


 

 

ABOUT REID'S PALACE, A BELMOND HOTEL, MADEIRA 
Reid’s Palace, A Belmond Hotel, Madeira is a clifftop retreat overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, built on a 
promontory and nestled in 10 acres of lush subtropical gardens, with dramatic views of Funchal – just a 
short stroll away. The hotel boasts 91 rooms and 35 suites, each with its own private balcony or terrace. 
The historic haven is home to Michelin-star William Restaurant which serves seasonal dishes that honour 
the island’s finest produce. The timeless afternoon tea terrace is renowned for its vistas, while Ristorante 
Villa Cipriani brings a taste of Italy to the Portuguese island. Guests can enjoy heated, freshwater, and 
tidal pools with immediate access to the sea, tennis courts, a spa and fitness centre, and a kids’ club 
where children aged 3 to 9 can enjoy supervised fun and games. Reid’s Palace is a charming, legendary 
property that has captivated guests for generations.   

Follow Reid’s Palace: Instagram 

ABOUT BELMOND 

Belmond was born from a passion for connecting discerning travellers with the world’s most remarkable 
properties, locations and journeys.  

From hotels and trains to river cruises and safaris, Belmond curates incomparable experiences and crafts 
unforgettable stories. With a legacy spanning over 45 years, since the acquisition of Hotel Cipriani in 
Venice in 1976, Belmond has grown into a global collection of 47 properties spread across 28 countries 
and territories. Exceptional destinations connected by legendary journeys are the very soul of Belmond, 
where the path that brings you to a place is as important as the destination itself. As a pioneer of slow 
travel, Belmond has been operating the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express since 1982. The group later 
expanded to include pristine beach resorts, such as Maroma on the Riviera Maya, historic hideaways such 
as Villa San Michele in the Florentine foothills, urbane icons, such as Copacabana Palace in Rio de Janeiro, 
and gateways to UNESCO world heritage sites, such as Hotel das Cataratas in Brazil’s Iguassu National 
Park. As proud custodians of storied properties, Belmond is committed to building on the past to create 
a new legacy: the heritage of the future. Working with communities and local talents, together with the 
world's most respected chefs, designers and artists, Belmond continues its purpose of perpetuating the 
legendary art of travel. Since 2019, Belmond has been part of the world’s leading luxury group, LVMH 
(Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton). 

belmond.com 
Follow Belmond: Instagram • Twitter • Facebook  Please visit the Belmond Media Hub 

 

https://www.instagram.com/belmondreidspalace/
https://www.instagram.com/belmond/
https://twitter.com/belmond?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/belmondtravel/
https://mediahub.belmond.com/en/?lang=en

